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Susan Rochester’s Dilemma
1.  List three reasons why the station should air the episode, and three reasons why the station should not air the episode.
The show should air for the following various reasons. it will improve Wednesday’s ratings of the station, WXYZ, whose ratings are plummeting. WXYZ is an affiliate of ABC and over the years, its Wednesday show’s rating has slid and by airing the episode of Designated Survivor, the show is likely to receive increased viewership. Also, by airing Designated Survivor’s episode the revenue collection by the station is likely to improve. Further, the station seeks to give account for the effect of terrorism and help locals live in harmony by preaching peace and love among people.
The reasons why the show should not air are subject to the following considerations. Foremost, the plot of the series, Designated Survivor chronicles the interest of the public in terrorism as well as the 18th anniversary of the September 11 attacks. The episode of Designated Survivor may is likely to raise animosity between those living in the city of Detroit. For instance, the good relationship which was existent between Detroit’s Middle Eastern community and others in the city was damaged by the September 11 attacks. The episode of Designated Survivor tells of a new terrorist attack on America which may result in fear and panic among citizens. Secondly, the episode of the series stereotyped some characters and its timing for airing was miscalculated. The country was ethnically divided hence the show would spark turmoil and hate among people. Many people opined that it would renew anti-Middle Eastern mood in Detroit. Thirdly, local editorials called for a stop to harassments motivated due to one’s religion and ethnicity.
2. Recommend either YES, the station should air the episode or NO, the station should not air the episode. Explain the reason for the decision.
I recommend the station to air the episode of Designated Survivor. By airing the show, the station’s ratings are projected to increase. In the build-up of airing the show, the station can run promos and newspaper ads which will be read by many people thereby enhancing its viewership. Therefore, the audience of the station is estimated to rise due to the airing of the episode of Designated Survivor. The revenue collection of the station will as well be improved by airing the episode. The General Manager of WXYZ, Paul Rolfe, acknowledged the need for the station to increase its profitability which was dwindling (Susan Rochester’s Dilemma, n.d.). Lastly, the episode will seek to highlight the motivation behind terrorism and showcase ways of curbing the scourge.
3. Describe how you will handle the consequences of your group’s decision on revenue, ratings and public relations to the General Manager.
The decision of my group will support airing the episode of Designated Survivor. I will ensure that the station has improved its revenues by promoting ads in newspapers and running promos which inform people of the date of airing the episode of Designated Survivor. In doing so, the audience of the station is projected to increase thereby leading to high revenue collection. By airing the episode which has a plot on terrorism, most viewers will be compelled to consider watching it thereby increasing its audience. Thus the rating of the show is likely to rise as the show will record-high number of viewers. I will explain to the General Manager the importance of the episode’s storyline which focuses on terrorism. The episode of Designated Survivor will be beneficial to the general public by outlining various ways to curb terrorism which has led to religious and ethnic division in America. it fosters good public relations among the people by addressing the factors which motivate terrorism and coming up with measures to avert them.
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